39th Annual Georgian Studies Day (GSD)
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‘Georgian Food & Wine : Tradition and New  Perspectives’
November 4th  2026 (Online)
Convenors and Organising Committee: Tamara Dragadze, Peter Lydyard, Nina  Porakishvili, Maka Bakradze
	
Programme
10.00  -  Opening remarks : Prof Tamara Dragadze (Visiting Professor, UoW)
10.05 -  Greetings: H.E. Ilia Darchiasvili (Georgian Ambassador to UK); H.E. Gareth Ward (British Ambassador to Georgia); Greetings and Introductions -  Prof Andrew Linn (Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Research & Knowledge Exchange,UoW); Prof Alastair Mathie (Head of School of Life Sciences, UoW); Prof Nina Porakishvili (Emeritus Fellow UoW, Head of the Institute of Immunology and Molecular Therapy, University of Georgia); Dr  Ian Locke (Assistant Head of Life Sciences, UoW); Prof Roland Dannreuther; UoW.

11.00 - ‘Food Safety Regulations in Georgia’ - Lasha Avaliani (Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia) 
11.10 – ‘The Supra and the role of food in Georgian Tradition’ - Lia Melikishvili (Academician, Georgian National Academy of Sciences) and Tamara Dragadze (Visiting Professor, UoW, Founder and Convenor of GSD)
11.20 – ‘From Screen to Plate; How Georgian families change what their children eat’ – Dr Ihab Tewfik (Reader in Sustainable Nutrition Intervention, UoW)
11.30 – Questions and Answers 

11.40 – ‘How do we teach 8000yrs of Wine without turning it into a Museum’ – Dariko Kholodilina (Wine Tourism specialist)
11.50 – ‘Georgian wheat, heritage, biodiversity and the future’ - Asmat Lali Meskhi (Founder of the association of Georgian wheat)
12.00 – ‘From Mullet to Festival: How a local tradition became a story place’ - Nana Tabidze (Assistant Professor CU,TSMU,IBSU, founder & owner of KEFAL (Mullet)
12.10 – Questions and Answers and a short break and a short video – ‘Golden Ear of Wheat - Festival in Tbilisi’ 

12.40 - ‘Georgian Wine: Ancient roots and Global horizon’ Mako Abashidze (CEO and Founder, BGCC) 
12.50 - ‘Marks for quality management policy in Georgia’ Tengiz Kalandadze (Advisor, Science Research Centre, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of Georgia)
13.00 - ‘The Royal Table of the Georgian Kings’  Esma Kunchulia (Prof Alterbridge Uni, Founder of the Museum of Georgian Gastronomic Culture)
13.10 - Questions and Answers

13.20 – ‘Introducing Georgian food and drink to London’ Eka Cox (Co-founder, Kartuli restaurant, East Dulwich).
13.25 - ‘A feast of Georgian cooking’ Tiko Tuskadze (Chef, Owner of Little Georgia restaurant)
13.30 - ‘Be My Guest: the Georgian recipe for cooking success’ - David Gigauri and Anna Saldadze
13.40 - Questions and Answers and a short break and a short video - ‘Georgian Wheat Heritage Grain’.

14.00 - Slide Show -Peter Nasmyth 
14.15 -‘Georgian Gastronomic Culture’ Dalila Tsatava (Associate Prof at TSU & GIPA; President of the Georgian Gastronomic Association; Nikoloz Natenadze (Assistant Professor) 
14.25 -‘8000 yrs of Georgian Cheese’ Anna Mikadze 
14.35 - Questions and answers

Reports of Work in Progress 
Twinning
14.45 - NEWPORT - KUTAISI - Shirley Egley price
14.55 - BRISTOL - TBILISI, -  Derek Pickup  
15.05 - NEWCASTLE – AKHALTSIKHE, - David Gigauri  

15.15- MKURNALI charity – Nino Chubabria
15.25 - British Georgian Society - TBA 
15.35 -‘Update on Friends of Academic Research In Georgia’- Robert Scallon 
15.45 -‘10th Georgian Film Festival in London’ - Jason Osborn
	16.00 - Closing remarks and any other business - Prof Tamara Dragadze  
Next GSD date - 40th anniversary

Teams Link
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/330434832596412?p=gogLYlBjxIWLqU7J11
Meeting ID: 330 434 832 596 412
Passcode: jp6s7DJ9


If you wish to attend you will need to register with p.lydyard@ucl.ac.uk

We would like to thank the University of Westminster for its support
and Hannah Dormor (events co-ordinator)

image1.png
00
G

UNIVERSITY OF
WESTMINSTER™





